E—[—[| N YOUR WISA TO STUDY B THE LSA
G rakes vime bur can be a -.ul-]:-rl.-.u:q.:l:.' casy
procedire and well worth he effort,

Omnce you have been accepred in a US. program, you will complete
the official paperwork that permics you to apply for a visa to enter and
study in the LLS A, While the application process for a student o ex-
|.'|1.1:||.1_',|.' wigitor visa can be con I'u-.:nl.:. hundreds af thousands of sradents
are able to meet the requirements for a visa cach year. The roral number
of student and exchange visas granced by the Unied States reached an
all-time high of 591050 during the most recent year, Here are some
Eu.d;l-" 5 B |'||,-|J'| miake VOUE Visa .|;:-P|:'|;.1|::'nn Process smaoth and sue-
ceseful,

FIRST, your schonl or university will send you a form confirming
that you have been accepeed ac an institution authorized by the UL 5.
Citizenship and Naturalization Service (USCIS) to encoll non-im-
migrant students {the 1-20 for an F-1 visa or the DS-2019 for a J-1
wisa, You will read and sign this form.) You will alse receive a berrer of
acceptance.

Be careful to make sure that dhe name and spelling on vour passport
is cxactly the same a5 the name and spelling on your applicarion for ac
ceptance to the school and dhar the school has envered your name as it
appears on your passport on the [-20 or D5-2019 Form,

SECOMND, vou will need vo make an appointment for a visa inter-
view and vo pay some required fees. Under a revision in the regulations,
Srudent Visas can be issued up co 120 days before the date on yous form

=20 sraring when YOUr program will h..':l.:m. |:.:l.|:lu|1|_a;r Visitor Vi can
be issued anyrime before the date on the DE-2019. You should apply as
early as possible bor your visa,

Each U5, Embassy has a Web site providing important instracrions
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of how oo make an apgointment for a visa interview and other infor-
mation on the visa application process. The wel site for the Embassy in
vour country can be locared az: heeps /fusembassy.staee.gov). The webs
site cam alée eell you the expected wait time for a visa in your country,
Srudent visa applicants should receive prioricy by the Embasiy or Con-
sulate so if your program of study will begin soon be sure to cxplain this
when applying for vour visa,

There is a 3100 fee which supports the cost of the compurer system
wsed 1o record your stay in the United Staces (SEVIS), You can pay chis
fee with a crediz card that is valid Incernationally. Go o hops:/ fwww,
fmjfee.com/index.jhtml to pay the fee and make sure you print a copy
of your receipt. You muse pay the SEVIS fee ar least three days before
the date of your visa interview,

You will alio need to pay an additional $100 for the visa application
fee in your country ar che U5, Embassy or Consulate or ar a bank chat
the Embassy designaves. Specific information on where to pay the visa
applicarion fee can be found at the web site of the ULS. Embassy in yoaur
Country,

THIRD, all applicants must chen submit the form DS-156, Applica-
tion for a Monimmigrane Yiga, and D5-158, Contact Informartion
amid Work History far Nonimmigrant Visa .-'i]:p]iq.':nl!. Theie forms
are available at heep:/ chiufnnns.;:u.[c.gw.

Male studenss berween the ages of 16 and 45 also complete the form
[5-157, Supplemental Monimmigrant Visa Application found ar:
hrep:// foia_srate gov/ FORMS/ visa/ds0157 pdf.

Complete these forms neatly and complerely. Again, remember o
use the exact same order and spelling of your names a5 they are found
in VOUr PAsspOTt. Then you wall print them our and '|.1r|||l!. them o the
Embassy. If you don't have access to the inremer, you can gee the forms

at the Embasy,
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FOURTH, prepare for your visa interview. It is more important than
ever to apply for your visa well in advance of the date you will begin your
studies. If possible, apply three months before you plan to travel to the
US.A. This will give you extra time if there are delays at the Embassy, or
if you wish to appeal a decision in the event of a denial. All applicants’
names have to be submitted for a security clearance. Citizens of some
countries have to undergo additional screening that takes several addi-
tional weeks of processing.

You may wish to visit or contact the nearest US. Department of
State-afhiliated advising center office in your country, located through-
out the world and listed at http://educationusa.state.gov/centers.
hem. The staff at these centers will be able to explain where to pay the
visa fees and how to schedule your interview. They can also provide a
great deal of information about studying in the U.S.

Stay calm and be professional

What you wear is important. Consider the interview a formal event.
Business attire is appropriate. First impressions can be crucial, since
there will be little time to speak with the officer, who will often have
only a few minutes to conduct the interview and make a decision.

Be prepared to give your information quickly and completely. If you
are unable to answer the questions in English, and the visa officer does
not speak your language, you can ask for an interpreter. Speaking Eng-
lish is not a requirement for a student visa. In fact thousands of scudents
come to the United States each year to learn how to speak English.

The visa officer needs to know your specific objective for studying in
the United States. Be direct and state your education plans briefly and

VISA Definitions

The U.S.A. issues different types of visas to students.

A full-time student would receive an F-1 or M-1 visa.

Your spouse and children would receive F-2 or M-2
visas.

An Exchange Visitor would receive a J-1 visa.

Exchange Visitors come to the U.S.A. for consultation,
fraining, research or teaching, or for an approved Au
Pair or temporary work position.

After a college, university, or English language school
has accepted you for admission to full-time studly, the
school will send you a document called an I-20 form,
which is the application for an F-1 visa.

If you will be an Exchange Visitor, the organization or U.S.
Govemment agency that is sponsoring you will send you
a DS-2019 form, which is the application for a J-1
visa.

Wear a business suit or dress

Be specific when you answer questions

Bring bank statements or proof of employment
Provide details of your study plans

Tell the fruth

a A W0 N =

clearly. Visa officers like to hear honest, specific responses to questions.
They generally react poorly to applicants who give vague answers, mem-
orize a speech, or make overly solicitous comments about how great and
wonderful the United States is.

You should have a specific academic or professional objective. Be
prepared to explain why it is better to study your specific field in the
United States than to study at home. Be ready to say exactly what you
will study and for what career your U.S. studies will prepare you.

If you are going to the US.A. to study English and then earn a de-
gree, be able to explain your complete program of study, Remember, it
is not enough to just say, “It is better to study in the United States.” Give
valid reasons why it is better for you.

You should be able to explain why you chose to study at a specific
school and be able to give information about that school and where you
will live (dclrmitory, host family or 3p:1rtmcnt.)

If you will return home to complete university studies after studying
English in the United States, bring proof of your student status in your
country. A letter from a university professor supporting your study plan
can be helpful. Young people around the world are often unsure of their
plans. However, in the visa interview it is best to give definite answers.
If you seem to be unsure about what you will be doing, the visa officer
may believe that you are really going to the United States for reasons
other than education. In addition to a specific study plan, have some
detailed information about the program you plan to attend and where
you will live. -

Grades do make a difference. If your marks are below average, be
ready to explain how you are going to succeed in the United States. A
letter from a school director or teacher or from your US. admitting
school stating that the proposed program of study in the United States
makes sense and explaining your good prospects for success can be help-
ful. If there were special circumstances (such as a death or illness in the
immediate family) that contributed to the bad grades, have the school

explain those special circumstances.

Financing

You must have adequate, demonstrable financial support to live and
study in the United States. Visa applications are generally stronger if the
financial support comes from family, employers, or other institutional
sponsors located in the home country.

If your parents will pay for your education, be ready to document
how your family gets its income. Bring a letter from your parents” em-
ployers stating what they do, how long they have worked at those orga-
nizations, and how much they earn.

When visa officers see information that is contradictory or does
not make sense, they do not grant visas. If your family can only show
enough income to support you in the United States, the officer will be-
come suspicious.
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Large sums of money in bank accounts may not be sufficient proof
of financial support. When providing information about your bank ac-
counts, ask someone at your bank for a lecter that stares how long the
account has existed, and whart the average balance in the account has
been. That should convince the visa officer thar you and your family
have a long and stable history of business at the bank.

“Intent to Return”

Most student and exchange visitor visa applications are approved.
The most common reason for a student or exchange visitor application
to be denied is that the person applying for the visa has not proven to
the Visa Officer that they will rerurn to their councry when they com-
plete their studies in the US.A. This rule is called Section 214.b.

To determine your Tntent to return” home, the visa officer will ask
you a series of questions abour your connecrions to your home country
and about your study plans. You will have to demonstrate to the officer
that your family has the ability to pay for the first year of your proposed
stay in the United States and that you have realistic plans to finance the
remainder of your education.

You must have all of the required forms with you including your [-20
or DS-2019 and the SEVIS payment receipt. You should bring any f-
nancial documents to demonstrate how you will pay for your education
and any documents that might help demonstrate why you will return to
your country. Some examples of such documents are previous passports

demonstrating travel abroad, bank or salary statements, family docu-
ments or student records.

If all else fails...

If you are denied a visa, there may be something you can do to reverse
the denial. You may appeal the decision. In most cases, you will need to
provide additional documentation thar was not presented with the ini-
tial application. A fax or e-mail from your U.S. school to the Embassy or
Consulate in your city containing details about your qualifications, and
requesting reconsideration, can be helpful in pursuing a successful ap-
peal. Faxes should be addressed ro the Chief of Nonimmigrant Visas at
the Consular post in question. Fax and telephone numbers are available
on the Department of State web site at http://usembassy.state.gov.

In some cases, a visa officer may request additional information
such as proof of employment, or ownership of a home or business. You
should respond with the informartion requesred and your visa may very
well be issued.

Onece a visa is approved, you should receive your visa within a few
days. %k
Wiillarn Fish meets regularly with U.5. Consular Affalrs Officers in
Washington, D.C. and in overseas embassies and consulates. He
is President of the Woshington Infernational Education Council,
which prormotes infernational educational exchonge. He can be
confocted of wish@washcouncil.org, www.washcouncil.org.
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